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Horace Mann School
551 W. 120th St.
New York, N. Y.
October 15, 1941
Dear Miss____________:
We've been studying about starfish, and we have read
your book, ''Fishes/'   We are not quite sure that "star-
fish have gills/' because we have not read that in any
other book.   Will you please tell us how you know this?
Yours truly,
------------------(signed)
The author replied at length, telling the children that starfish have
"gill-like" structures through which they get oxygen.
The larger environment is explored. Interest in learning more
about the starfish lasted several weeks as new materials were
brought to class. Billy, who was so argumentative earlier, became
the one most likely to say: "How do you know that is true?" A
newspaper article told of the government's allotting $10,000 an-
nually to help the oyster-growing industry curb the damages star-
fish do to the oyster crop, and to study if new products, or the
already known vitamin A, which is valuable to man, might be
obtained from the starfish. This article promoted discussion of
larger concepts socially significant in the adult world, such as: the
use of the government's money; the use of the people's tax money;
how research discovers new knowledge and how it affects people.
Someone asked: "What is vitamin A?"
The home economics teacher is sought. Miss Reeves, the home
economics teacher, was consulted. She brought charts and pic-
tures which showed the value of vitamin A and the foods in which
it is found. The children learned that large quantities of it are
in the oils of the cod, halibut and other fish, and that it is espe-
cially good for keeping the eyes healthy. Certain yellow foods
such as butter, carrots, apricots, squash, and green leafy vegetables
were shown on the food charts to be rich in vitamin A.
The school laboratory provides tools for research. The children
decided that they should eat plenty of foods which contain vita-
min A so Miss Reeves helped them prepare certain green and leafy
vegetables in the laboratory, in ways that they liked. They made
butter, carrot strips and carrot sandwiches, vegetable soup and